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Dear General Counsel: 

lonr Craig " 

Pfeihnrls 

CklhyGanet! 

l^nyQqMiiiai 
Sigrijd Grace 
oSv̂ Hjedkier 

Tim 

This is a complaint against the Benishefc for Congress Committiee for vip̂ tion of 
federal election law and Commission regulations. It i$ clear tl̂ t Mr. Beiiisbek 
has violated 11 CFR 100.93, a provision governing "CapÊ paigfi ti?avel," by 
repeatedly using non-conmierdal airaaft for campaigit travî * Â ccprdingly, Mr. 
Benishek should be penalized by the Commis0ô  for his repeated acoeptance 
and usage of iion-commercial air travel as a candidate for tbe Qongress. 

TheLavy 

11 CFR 100.93(c)(2) reads in pertinent part: 

"Traml by or on behalf qf House caniidotes and their l̂ adisFBhip PACs. Except 
as othermse provided in paragraphs (f) and (g) of this section, 9 campaign 
traveler who is a candLdate for eleetion for the office of 

|̂Kwon.Giiati Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner tQ, the Congress, 
. or a person traveling on behalf of any such eandî llte or any authorized 
committee or leadership PAC of such eandidlatty i? PKiphijiit^4 from non-
conDiiereial travel cm behalf of any sucfa c|Qi4id^te or my auliiorized 
eommittee OB leadership PAC of such candidate " 
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Paragraphs (e) and (g) articulate two exceptions fbr non-aircraft transportation 
and govemment conveyances, respectively. 

Federal Register, Vol. 74, No. 233 - Notice 2009-27 reads, in part, "New 11 CFR 
100.93(c)(2) prohibits House candidates, and individuals traveling on behalf of 
House candidates, their authorized committees or leaclersbh) iPAĈ , from 
engaging in non-oommerdal campaign travel on aircristft. This prohibition 
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cannot be avoided by payments to tiie service provider, even by payments from 
the personal funds of a House candidate." 

The Facts 

Oninformation and belief, in a published artide on October 26,2010, the Petoskey News 
Review, a Michigan newspaper, reported the following: 

"A www.faoebook.com posting on the Benishek for Congress webpage showed an 
airplane on a runway with the caption: ''Headed out to tiie Home Show in Munising. See 
ya there!" 

in ^ 
% The registration for the plane shows the owner to be the St. George Glass Co. 
in 
!̂  The company's ovmer Steven Zurcher, an Upper Peninsula Republican delegate, did not 
<sT retum a request for comment." 

^ Copy attadied. 

While the Petoskey News Review published report substantiates a recent violation by Mr. 
Benishek, he did, through his campaign's response to the Petoskey News Review, admit to prior 
violations since Mardi 2010: 

"Our review of the candidate's travel since March suggests twe flights whidi, although 
arguably personal in nature, may need to be rdmbursed at a commerdal charter rate," 
said "Drent Benishek, the Benishek cominittee spokesman." 

11 CFR i0Q.93(c)(2) is a complete, prohibition on non-commerdal travel - reimbursement is 
not permitted nor does it excuse a violation. 

Condusion 

The above documentation demonstrates that Mr. Benishek has repeatedly violated federal 
dection law and Commission regulations prohibiting travd using non-commerdal aircraft. 
Beiushek fiir Congress should be penalized accordingly. 

Respectifuily submitted, Subscribed and swom to before me 
on diis a*\ day of QcsVoV»e.v" . 20IQ, 

Mark Brewer, Chair NonMrRmsiMEOFH 
606 Townsend woONMnNEXPHESHwiasDis 
Lansing, MI 48933 AOlwailOOumYOF Ŝpn̂ K̂o-wv 
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petoskeynews.com 
stupak-seat race: Dems accuse Benishek of unclaimed plane rides; GOP 
say« Dems backing Wilson as spoiler 

Free Press Poll: Stapak seat race too close to caU 

By Brandon Hubbard News-Review Stafif Writer 

^ 1:40 PM EDT, October 26,2010 
<© • 
(D 
ffl Writer Oscar Wilde once qmpped. Democracy means simply tfae advertisement 
n̂ bludgeoiung of tfae people by tfae people for tfae people. 

•ST 
^ Maybe Oscar wasnt privy to thie Ist Congressional race, but fae migifat 
1̂  faave been ootô spmething. . , . , 

The candidatea are woiking fiast and nasty to put some distance in tfae 
race to fiR tfae open seat beuig vacated by letkuig Democratic 
Congressman Bart Stupak. 

A Monday poll diowed Republican Dan Benisfadc and Democrat Gaiy 
McDowell are statisticdly even witfa a week left before voters faead to 
tbe polls. 

Tfae Petrpit Free Press sponsored poll by EPIC-MRA sfaows Benisfadc, 
a Cr^tal Falls surgeon, leads Gary McDowell, a tenn-lnnited state 
ropreŝ tative 42 to 40 percent. The poll, wfaidi contacted 400 probable voters in die Ist Congresdond District, has a 
4.9 percent margin of enrormaking tfae race a tossup. 

Rose City Independent Glenn Wilson, the poll sfaows, is pulling diout 8 percent of die vote. 

DEMS SAY BENISHEK USED A PLANE 

Accusations faAve also been sutfacfa:ig about tfae candidate campdgn finance reports filed last week - by tfae parties and 
the Federd Election Commission. - - -

The FEC recentiy questioned a $25,000 contribution made by Wilson's company, Micfaigan Access, to fais campdgn 
coimnittee. However, Wilson told tfae News-Review on Monday tfaat tfae fimding was inaccurately recorded in ffae 
report and has since been clarified. 

The McDowell committee rdsed questions of its own about wfaetfaer or not Republican Benididc faad used an airplane 
to campdgn in tfae 3 l-county Congressiond district witfa clauning tfae expenditure on its report 

A www.fiicebookcom posting on the Beniafadc for Congress webpage duiwed an airplane on a runway witfa tfae 
caption: "Headed out to tfae Home Sfaow in Munising. See ya tfaere!" 

w ...httn:/jrw»EWinetoslaS6il&M^̂  r.'10/27/2010 
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Tfae registration for tfae plane diows tfae owner to be tfae St. George Glass Co. 

The company's owner Steven Zurdier, an Upper Pemnsula Repdilican delegate, did not return a request for comment 

However, tfae Benisfaek committee did. 

"Our review of die candidate's travel suice Marcfa suggests two flights wfaidi, dtfaough arguably persond ui nature, 
may need tfijtio reiDibursed at a commercid cfaarter mie," sdd Trent Benisfaek, tfae Be|iĵ idc eommittee sp.okesman. 
"The candidate faas never run for office before, and our operation was not aware of tlie recent diange in regulations 
regarding air travel, and consequentiy may hove inadvertentiy ened in tfais regard. In an abundance of caution, our 
accountant is contacting tfae FEC to correct any reporting errors. We will take dl steps necessary to enauie fiill 
compliance witfa reporting and reunbursement reqimements." 

^ DEMS GO ON'ATTACIC AGAINST WELSON 

Q Late last wedc tfae Democrats began targeting Wilson witfa a mailer ui die eastem Lower Peninsula. Tfae ad, pdd fin- by 
in tfae Democratic State Centrd Coinmittee, states: "Independent candidate Glemi Wilson wants to represent us in 
Ml Congress, but fae would diasticdly reduce tfae role of Wasfaington." 
VJ 
^ Set witfa an American flag backgroiud, a colonid soldier in tfae silfaouette and tfae ofBcid Wilson headdiot, tfae ad 
^ looks less like an politicd attadc and more like a call-to-action to stir up Tea Party and conservative voters. 

The Wilson committee issued a statement calling tfae mdler an indication tfae Independent was a "serious candidate." 

"To tfais pouit, both campdgns were so busy denigrating eacfa odier tfaat tfaey faad ndtfaer tfae time nor inclination to pay 
any attention to our cdnpdgn," Wilson sdd in tfae statemant "Now, diey'ro botfa looking over fiieir respective 
dumlders." 

Despite Rqpublican accusations that this is a ploy to create a spoiler candidate, die Demoerats continue to suggest 
Wilson is a legitimate candidate. 

"We've dways considered diis to be a diree-way race," sdd Micfaigan Democratic Party cluurman Mark Brewer. "With 
wfaaf a going on ui tfae district, tfae poll numbeis, the otfaer indications continue to sfaow — at least to us — tfaat Glenn 
Wilson faas appeal to Independents, Democrats and Rqmblicans." 

Brewer said it seems Wilson "faas got some nsdJy strong apped to some Rqmblieans î o ale finstnted with what tfaey 
are seeing out of Benididc afier die primary." 

Brewer added tfaat uiternd polUng cfaanges faad not caused tfae party to tdce out tfae ad at tfais time. 

A Micfaigan Republican Party spokesman did not retum a request for comment on die Wilson ad. 

NO TEA PARTY FOR NORTHERN MICmCAN 

Politicd Action Cominittee tfae Tea Party Express also announced tfais week it is planning to faave its tour bus make 
stops ip Midugan. However, tfac bus is expected to ddp the 1st Congresdond District and only glance tfarough 
soutfaeast Micfaigan with stops in Jackson and Troy, despite previous rallies of SOO to 1,000 participants in Petoskey 
and Traverse City. 

Copyrigfat ® 2010, Petoskey News 
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